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at any time, and, furthermore, as all precautions are being taken, there 
is no ground whatsoever to fear a general infection or epidemic. I 
therefore have not considered it necessary to inform you by cable ; I 
shall, however, carefully watch further developments and, in case of 
any alarming change, I shall at once cable. 

I am, sir, your obedient servant, Hugh Pitcairn, 

United States Consul. 
Hon. Assistant Secretary of State. 

HAITI. 

Sanitary report. 

Department of State, 

Washington, April 2, 1898. 
Sir : Eeferring to your letter of February 25 last, I have, by direc- 
tion of the Secretary of State, the honor to inclose for the use of the 
Marine-Hospital Service copy of a dispatch from our minister at Port 
au Prince, reporting as to health organizations in Haiti. 

Eespectfully, yours, William E. Day, 

Assistant Secretary. 
Hon. Secretary of the Treasury. 

japan. 

Sanitary report from Yokohama. 

Yokohama, March 15, 1898. 
Sir : Eegretting that I am unable to forward my usual detailed report 
of infectious diseases in Japan, I am nevertheless able to state that, in 
all essentials, the sanitary condition of the Empire remains, practically, 
as at the time of my last return. 

Plague is still semiepidemic in Formosa, and has appeared at two new 
points there, while a few cases have occurred in the Japanese garrison. 
Single cases of cholera have been reported in both Yokohama and 
Tokyo, but their genuine nature is neither established nor probable. 
I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

Stuart Eldridge, M. D., 
':■:, Sanitary Inspector, 77. S. M. H. 8. 
The Supervising Surgeon-General, 

77. S. Marine- Hospital Service. 

[Inolosure— Report No. 201.] 

Legation of the United States, 
Port au Prince, Haiti, March 23, 1898. 

Sik : In reply to request of the Honorable Secretary of the Treasury, conveyed to me 
through the State Department, regarding the health organizations, their powers, scope, 
their relation to state and municipal powers, also the management and control of con- 
tagious and infectious diseases : 

There is a medical organization, known as the "jury medical," composed of 4 doctors 
and 1 druggist. Their duty being to examine all persons desiring to practice medicine 
in Haiti ; they pay no attention to hygienic or health matters. 

There is no separate place where contagious or infectious diseases are treated. All 
such cases are treated at residence of patient. No means are employed to isolate either 
class of patients. 

In case of yellow fever the patient can, if he so wishes, be sent to either the French 
or Sisters of Charity hospitals, where he pays ($3) three dollars a week. 
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The first is supported by French citizens, the latter, as its name implies, through 
charity. The members of the "jury medical" are appointed by the President, and 
serve at his pleasure. 

In this connection, on account of the nearness of the ports of this republic to our cities, 
their disregard of the laws of sanitation and hygiene, the prevalence of yellow fever 
and other diseases of a febrile nature, I think it would be a great advantage to our Gov- 
ernment if it would name one of the American doctors here as a sanitary inspector to 
report to our Government the health condition of ports of the republic from time to 
time as is done by those at the ports of Cuba. 

I have the honor to be, sir, your obedient servant, 

W. F. Powell. 

Hon. Secretary of State. 

TURKEY. 

Sanitary report from Constantinople. 

Legation of the United States, 

Constantinople, March 16, 1898. 

Sir : I beg to forward for the Public Health Beports the report 
No. 187 of Dr. Zavitziano, United States Sanitary Commissioner. 
I have the honor to be, sir, your obedient servant, 

J. W. Eiddle. 
Hon. Secretary op State. 

[Inolosure— Report No. 187.] 

Constantinople, March 16, 1898. 

Sir : I referred in my last report to the epidemic of la grippe which was prevailing in 
this town. It still continues to prevail, but I can not insist upon its light character. I 
present the number of deaths registered during the months of February since 1891 : In 
1891, 1,225; 1892, 1,032; 1893,1,221; 1894,1,203, 1895,1,319; 1896,1,428; 1897, 
1,052 ; 1898, 1,195. 

It will be seen that there is not a great difference between the number of deaths for 
the different years. 

During the fortnight from February 28 to March 13, 669 deaths have been registered ; 
of which 8 were from measles, 8 from typhoid fever, 11 from diphtheria, and 18 from 
smallpox. 

The sanitary news from the Ottoman provinces is rather good. No epidemic is pre- 
vailing anywhere in the Ottoman Empire. 

The sanitary news from Bombay is appalling. According to a communication, made 
at the last sitting of the International Sanitary Commission, the British Government 
has not prohibited the pilgrimage to Mecca for this year. As a consequence, said Inter- 
national Sanitary Commission has decided on the repulsion from the Turkish ports of 
the pilgrims coming from India. Such decision has been submitted to the approval of 
the Sublime Porte before putting it into execution. Up to this date no answer has 
been given about such approval. We do not know, therefore, if such step has to be exe- 
cuted. In the meantime, the British sanitary representative has communicated a dec- 
laration of the British Government, according to which, if the above-mentioned 
decision of the board of health is put into execution before the approval of the Sub- 
lime Porte, and the approval is not officially communicated by the Ottoman Govern- 
ment to the foreign governments, said British Government will consider the Interna- 
tional Sanitary Commission responsible for all damages to be sustained by the British 
Marine in consequence of said decision to repulse the Indian pilgrims. 

The first steamship has already arrived at Camaran with Indian pilgrims, according 
to a cablegram communicated at the last sitting of the International Sanitary Commis- 
sion. Said pilgrims had already undergone ten days' quarantine at Chittagong. 

According to the last official news received, also by cablegram, and communicated at 
the last sitting of the International Sanitary Commission during the week ended the 
7th instant, 1,260 plague deaths have been registered in the town of Bombay. 

Spiridion C. Zavitziano, 
United States Sanitary Commissioner. 



